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Early Years

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to
fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences
between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure,
safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality
early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their
abilities and talents as they grow up.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years’
providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy
and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and
gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation
for good future progress through school and life.

Aims

EYFS aims:

e To deliver quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no
child gets left behind

e Each child is given a secure foundation through learning and development
opportunities which are planned around the needs and interests of each individual
child and are assessed and reviewed regularly

e Positive relationships and partnerships working between practitioners and with
parents and/or carers

e Ensure equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every
child is included and supported

Intent

The curriculum in Early Years at Moss Lane is designed to provide a broad and balanced
education that meets the needs of all children. It facilitates them to gain the skills,
knowledge and understanding, as they start out on their educational journey, supporting
them to progress from their individual starting points and preparing them for the next
stage of their education.

Through the seven areas of learning, we provide topics that excite and engage children,
building on own interests and developing their experiences of the world around them.
We recognise that all children come into our setting with varied experiences and all staff
work hard to ensure that the learning opportunities provided widen their knowledge and
understanding of the world, setting ambitious expectations for all children. This also
involves creating an indoor and outdoor environment which supports and embeds
learning.

At Moss Lane, we work to build a partnership with parents and carers to encourage
independent, happy learners who thrive in school and reach their full potential from their
various starting points. We aim for our children to leave the early years with skills to
explore, persevere, be determined, be creative, feel proud, make connections and be
motivated.
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Implement
At Moss Lane, Early Years is implemented by:

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in early years, we implement and
provide a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school.

Ensuring all of the areas of the EYFS Curriculum are covered through continuous
provision, carefully planned child initiated tasks and adult led focus groups,
encouraging and developing each child’s characteristics of effective learning.
Teaching phonics sessions daily. This is then followed up with adult led focus groups
to meet each child’s needs (through filling the gaps).

The maths curriculum is taught using White Rose mathematic scheme of learning.
This embeds a deep understanding of number and shape, space and measure.
Morning challenges - parents are invited to join us on a rotational basis for these
sessions.

Open door in the mornings - parents are invited in for the first 10 minutes of the day
for the first term.

Must do challenges

Carefully assessing, moment by moment and more formally. Assessments are used
to inform the next steps of learning and meet individual needs.

Developing an effective and engaging environment that is set up so that children can
access all areas of learning both inside and outside at any one time.

Supporting parents to help them support their children. This is done by sharing
information, photos, videos and having an open door policy where parents can
request supportive meetings.

Targeted interventions alongside children.

Impact

Children at Moss Lane demonstrate high levels of engagement in activities,
developing their speaking and listening skills, enabling them to access more areas of
the learning and communicate to both adults and children. Children develop skills
across all areas of the curriculum including literacy, mathematics and physical
development using these in different ways.

EYFS results at Moss Lane are above national for Good level of development.
Children have developed a wider sense of the world around them and can draw on
these experiences during interactions with others and link this to new learning to
their existing knowledge.

Children develop their characteristics of learning and are able to apply their
knowledge to a range of situations making links and explaining their ideas and
understanding. Children are confident to take risks and discuss their successes and
failures with adults drawing on their experiences to improve or adjust what they are
doing.

From their own starting points, children will make progress academically and socially,
developing a sense of themselves so that they are well prepared for Key Stage 1.
Adults use their observations to inform future planning to ensure all children’s needs
are met.

Assessment judgements are moderated both in school and in partnerships with our
GLP schools. The teachers attend local authority (SAFE) updates to ensure they are
up to date.



